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WHO IS GOD TO YOU?
Psalm 19:1; Psalm 14:1
Only a fool would say, "There is no God." When David lifted up his eyes and looked on all the glories and
beauties of the universe, there is no wonder that he burst forth into a psalm of praise to God, the Author and
Creator of it all. We preach from the assumption that there is a God, that he has existed from the timeless
past and will exist for all eternity. "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth." He will still exist
when the heaven and the earth are no more. A human author doesn’t try to prove his own existence—he
simply stamps his name on his book and sends it out into the world. And so it is that God has stamped his
name on the first page of the Bible, and all the way through it we must recognize his existence.
Down through all the ages men have wanted to know what kind of being God is. They have said, "Shew us
the Father, and it sufficeth us." They want to know how God looks and how he feels toward men and what
his attributes are. The Bible reveals God, but this is not the best revelation. Nature reveals God, but this is
not a complete revelation. Jesus Christ himself is the one and only complete revelation of the heavenly Father.
He said, "He that hath seen me hath seen the Father." Jesus showed in his life the kind of being that God is.
Let us look deeply into this great doctrine of God.
I.

THE PERSONALITY OF GOD
A.

He Is a Spirit
1. John 4:24 says, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in

truth.”
a.

This verse means that, although God is very real, he is not material and not visible to us.

b.

He met Moses on the mountain top, and Moses cried out, “Show me thy glory.” God replied
to him, “I will make all my goodness pass before thee,” but “thou canst not see my face.”

2. If God is real, he must have a form. Did he not say, “Let us make man in our own image”?
a.

And yet it is not a physical form but a spiritual form. When God breathed life into the
physical body created from earth, that breath was the image of God.

b.

Man’s physical appearance has nothing to do with his spiritual appearance.

3. We will never look upon that form (His Form) in this world, but we will see Him in all his glory in
heaven when we, too, have been given a spiritual existence like unto him.
a.

When Stephen was being stoned, he declared, “I see Jesus standing at the right hand of

God.”

B.

b.

He must have seen God in his spiritual form.

c.

God moves in His Spirit through the world and we do not see him, but in heaven we shall
see Him face to face.

He Is a Person
1. He knows, he feels, he loves, he hears prayers, he speaks, he acts.
a.

The Bible always represents him as a person, as a living God.

b.

He is a free person; he is not bound by any limitations, but he can act free as he pleases
with his power.

c.

He is unhampered and unlimited in his power.

d.

He is highest above all and mightiest over all.

e.

He is the author of universal order in matter, life, and mind. Such an order as this could
come only from infinite intelligence.
(1) When we look upon this old world with all its wonders—
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(2) When we think of the regularity of night and day,
(3) When we think of the constancy of the seasons,
(4) When we think of the faithfulness of the sun, the moon, and the stars,
(5) When we think about the wonderful machine that is man, we cannot help but say, “Thy

wisdom is above the wisdom of the wisest of men; thy thoughts are as high above our
thoughts as the heaven is above the earth.”
II. THE ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
A.

God Is Holy
1. The Bible labors through many types, sacrifices, and ceremonies to bring out the fact that God
is holy.
a. The prophet describes him as “the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name

is Holy.”
b. As he sits upon the Revelation throne, the angels sing out, “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God
Almighty!” Jesus taught us that God is holy—the only holy One.
2. In a vision Isaiah saw God lifted up on his throne.
a. He heard the seraphim crying out, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts.”
b. When Isaiah saw God and heard these words, even though he was the best man of his day,
he hid his face, and cried out, “Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a man of unclean

lips.”
(1) Although he was a good man,
(2) although he was God’s servant,
(a) he was so overwhelmed by the holiness of God
(b) so overwhelmed that he felt himself unclean in God’s presence.
c. If we could catch a real vision of the holiness of God today, we would all cry out, “Unclean!

Unclean!”
B.

God Is Eternal
1. The heavens and earth have been here for a long time, but God was here before their time.
a. He was here before “the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy.”
ÿ

It has been a long time since Columbus discovered America, but that is a short time
compared with the life of God.

ÿ

A museum in Cairo contains the mummified body of one of the Pharaohs who reigned
about the time of Moses.

ÿ

If this man were alive today, his life would be short compared with that of God.

b. We think of the crude life of our first parents, Adam and Eve, and all the many changes that
have come into the world since that time; but God was before it all.
(1) Go back into the timeless past where no stars ever shine and no seraphs ever sing, and
you will still be in the presence of God.
(2) He is the great I Am to whom a thousand years are as but a day. Before the mountains
were brought forth, he was; and after the earth is crumbled into the dust, he will still live.
2. He always was, he always is, and he always will be. Yes, God is eternal.
C.

God Is Omnipotent
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1. That is, he is all-powerful.
a. Pharaoh thought he was a mighty ruler.
b. Napoleon and the Kaiser and Hitler thought they were mighty monarchs, but all the powers
of the earth must bow down before the great God.
c. The winds and waves obey his will—he speaks, and it is done.
(1) Jesus said, “With God all things are possible.”
(2) Jeremiah stated: “Ah Lord GOD! behold, thou hast made the heaven and the earth by thy

great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee.” Jeremiah
32:17
(3) Job aknowledged: “I know that thou canst do every thing.” Job 42:2
d. When God was making the world, He said, “Let there be light,” and in less than a
second’s time light was flooding the universe.
(1) By a simple utterance God brings to pass that which he wants to happen
because all power is his.
(2) Not only is nature subservient to Him, but man is also subject to his will.
(3) James tells us that we are not to say, “I will do thus and so tomorrow,” but we will
do these things if the Lord wills.
(a) Happy is the man who subjects himself to the will of God, but whether he
does this or not, man is subject to God.
(b) He is greater than all rulers and will carry out his eternal purpose in our lives
and in the world.
D.

God Is Omniscient
1. Because God is omniscient, he knows all things.
a. 1 John 3:20 “God . . . knoweth all things.”
b. Psalm 147:4 “He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names.”
c. Matthew 10:29 “Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on
the ground without your Father.”
2. Because God is omniscient, He can look down through the ages and taking even the acts
of wicked men and making them work out for our good and for his glory.
a. He takes the shocking things of our lives and proves to us that “all things work together
for good to them that love God.”
(1) There are no afterthoughts with God—he knows from all time past what is
happening and what will happen on through eternity.
(2) He is omniscient (knows all).

E.

God Is Omnipresent
1. This means that God is everywhere at all times. Acts 17:27: “He [is] not far from every one
of us.”
a. He is with us in the brightness of midday and in the blackness of midnight.
b. He is as close to us by sea as by land.
c. He is with us when we are serving him.
d. He is by our side when we go down into sin.
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(1) If we stop and think and remember that God is there, and that we must account
to Him, we will be more careful about our daily lives.
(2) When you are in sorrow and think that the world has forsaken you, God is there.
(3) When troubles like the waves of the sea sweep over your soul, He is still there.
He is not a God who is far off.
2. The heathen tramp many miles to bow down and worship their gods of wood.
3. Our Catholic friends feel that they must be before an altar in a church before they can
worship God, or must be in the privacy of a confession box before they can confess their
sins. But, my friends, God is anywhere and everywhere when men need him.
F.

God Is Great
1. He is great in creative power.
a. If you want to see the greatness of God, look around you. Look upon the mountains,
the rivers, and the oceans–see His creation.
(1) The poet wisely says, “Only God can make a tree.”
(2) Only a great God can make all the wonderful things that are in the world of nature
today.
(3) We think of the earth as being very great, but if the sun were hollow, and if you
could bore a hole into its surface, you could put 1,400,000 worlds in the sun and
they would still have room to rattle around.
(4) Think about it, there are many other planets in God’s system much larger than
the earth. One great God made them all. Let man stand in reverence before him.
b. When we think of man with his power to think and to plan and to act, we realize that
he is the greatest piece of machinery in the world. But God made him with a thought
and a word.
(1) An infidel once cried out before a large crowd, “If there is a God, let him strike me
dead at this minute.”
(a) God paid no more attention to him than would the mighty ocean to a barking
dog.
(b) It is foolish for a little man to defy a great God.
(c) He is great in redemptive power.
c. Man was made in innocence, but he sank down into sin.
d. Know this– God in mighty redemptive power saves him from his sin.
e. God made him, the devil unmade him, and God can remake him.
(1) You think of the life of some terrible character, and you say, “Nothing can change
that man but God.” And God does.
(2) You hear of an evangelist who advertises the story of his life with such a title as
“From Gambling Den to the Pulpit.” What made such a change in his life? Only
the redemptive power of a great God.
(3) If you are the vilest sinner in all the world, you are the one whom God wants. His
power can make your life over for you.
What a wonderful change in my life has been wrought Since Jesus came into my heart! I have
light in my soul for which long I had sought, Since Jesus came into my heart! Baptist Hymnal
1991
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2. He is great in keeping power.
a. When God saves a man, there is no power in earth, heaven, or hell great enough to
tear him out of the Father’s hand.
(1) God is greater than the devil and all the demons of hell.
(2) They may assail the soul of man, but God will keep him safe.
(3) Jesus said, “They shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.
My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is able to pluck them out
of my Father’s hand.”
b. A man may say he cannot hold out. But it is not up to him to hold out; it is up to God.
(1) We must fully trust Him and not try to live in our own strength. God is great, and
all the devils of hell are small compared to him.
(2) If we surrender our lives to Him, He will keep us safe forever.
G.

God Is Loving
Some people think that God is a hard-faced tyrant who looks with displeasure on a smile,
who sends us to hell when we do not toe the mark.
This is absolutely wrong.
God loves us and God cares for us.
If we are punished for our sin, it is not God’s fault; it is our fault.
1. God’s love is shown in the gift of his Son to die for us.
a. The greatest love in all the world is not the love of a mother for her child,
b. The greatest love in the world is not the love of a patriot for his country,
c. The greatest love in the world is the love of God for lost sinners.

_ Suppose someone should say to me, “You must give up your son that he might die for another
man’s sin. I would immediately say, “No, I will not sacrifice my son; let the man die in his sin.”
2. God’s love is shown in what he said!
(1) My Son was the fairest among ten thousand, and the One altogether lovely.
(2) God loved him with all his heart, but when he heard the cry of a sin-sick world,
he gave his only begotten Son to die that sinners might find the way home to
heaven.
b. Sacrifice is the greatest test of love.
(1) A man may tell me that he loves me, but I do not really know that he loves me
until he proves it by sacrifice.
(a) I read that God loves me, and I believe it.
(b) My faith turns to reality when I come to the cross.
(2) I look upon the form of that One who is dying, and I cry out, “Lord, lovest thou
me?”
(a) Christ then shows me the prints of the nails in his hands and his feet, and I
know that God loves me, a sinner.
(b) Christ suffered intensely on the cross, but yonder in heaven God also
suffered.
i) Christ endured every pang, every groan, and every stripe, and every blow
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was a blow to the great heart of the heavenly Father.
ii) It hurt the great heart of God, but he bore it all because of his mighty love
for you and me.
3. His love is shown in his daily care.
a. We are prone to forget that it is God who cares for us every second of the day.
(1) We would have gone down long ago if he hadn’t cared for us.
(2) We can truly say with Jeremiah of old, “The Lord’s mercies... are new every
morning.”
(a) When the doctor stands beside the operating table and performs a delicate
operation, the slightest slip of his hand might cause death. But God guides
that hand.
(b) Hundreds of times we have been in a position where one mis-step would
have meant death.
(3) We did not know it, but God was there caring for us.
4. God’s love is shown in his mercy toward sinners.
a. You and I were such wretched sinners that we deserved death, and nothing but
death.
b. How God must have loved us to show mercy on us, even while we were in our sins!
_ The old Moody Tabernacle in Chicago had these three simple words written above the gas jets
over the pulpit, “God Loves You.” One day a sinful man came down the street, paused for just a
moment, and looked into the church. When he saw that sign, he cursed and said, “God doesn’t
love a rotten man like I am.” He went on down the street, but he could not get away from those
three words. He was impressed that he ought to go back to the church. He did go back to the
church and walked down the aisle with his eyes fixed on those words. It happened that just at that
time Mr. Moody was coming into the church through another door. He saw the man, talked to him
and prayed with him, and soon the man was rejoicing in his salvation. Oh, if we could get people
to realize how much God loves them, we could more easily win them to Christ!
III. THE PRESENT RELATION OF GOD TO THE WORLD AND TO MAN
A.

He Governs the Affairs of the World
1. At times it seems that the world is tottering on the brink of disaster, but behind the clouds
God is still on his throne and God is still reigning over the universe.
a. He lifts up nations and casts them down according to his own great purpose.
b. He lifted up many nations in ancient days—these nations went astray in sin and
godlessness and the Lord cast them down.
c. He has truly blessed America and given her great privileges and opportunities.
2. If America fails to take advantage of her opportunities, if she continues her headlong way
into sin and godlessness, surely the Lord will cast America down.

B.

He Punishes Sin and Rewards Righteousness Here on the Earth
1. Men cannot break God’s laws on this earth and get away with it.
a. You can say, “Regardless of what the Bible teaches, I will do as I please,” but you
cannot get away with it.
b. God has some unchangeable laws in this world, and if these laws are broken,
punishment automatically comes on the lawbreaker.
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2. The Christian is punished in this way.
a. A child of God shall never suffer in the world to come, but if he doesn’t live as he
should in this world, God will chasten him.
b. God’s children are also rewarded in this world.
c. If you live a consecrated life and walk according to the will of God, he will bless you
here as well as hereafter.
IV.

THE FUTURE RELATION OF GOD TO THE WORLD AND TO MAN
A.

He Will Be a Just Judge
1. He will judge those who are out of Christ. The rich man, the poor man, the beggar, the
thief, the scholar, the dullard, the king, the slave, the great, the small—all men must give
an account to God of the way they have lived in this world.
2. According to God’s Word there are two judgment thrones waiting for us out yonder in the
future.
a. The first throne will be the judgment seat of Christ where the Lord Jesus will judge all
Christians according to their works and reward them in proportion to the way they
have served the Lord and lived for his glory.
b. The other throne is the great white throne where Christ shall judge all unbelievers and
sinners and punish them according to their works.
(1) You will not be able to plead “not guilty” when you stand before that throne.
(2) God has a record, and he knows all about everything we have ever done, said,
or thought.
(3) He offers to save you now; he will be your judge then.
(4) His arms are open in a longing, loving invitation now; in that day he will point lost
men to an everlasting hell.

B.

He Will Reward the Faithful and Punish the Sinful
1. At the judgment seat of Christ he will reward the faithful; at the great white throne he will
pronounce punishment on the sinful.
a. You can get away with your wrong living here, but you will be punished there. You
cannot escape the judgment.
b. The hand that was pierced on the cross for you will point your way into the bottomless
pits. But, thank God, those who have trusted Christ are saved now, and they will be
rewarded then.

_ A minister dreamed that he died and stood before the judgment bar. The question was asked of
him, “Have you always been good?” “No,” he replied. “Have you always been just?” “No,” he
replied. “Have you always been pure?” “No,” he replied, and he bowed his head for the
condemnation that he felt would fall on him. Then he said a bright light shone about him, and he
looked up into the face of Jesus Christ. The Savior put his arms around him and looked up to the
throne and said: “Father, I know he hasn’t always been good – he hasn’t always been just – he
hasn’t always been pure; but down there in the world he stood for me, and now I will stand for him
here.” Thank God, if we confess him here, he will confess us before the Father. In that land of
no tears he will give us a bountiful reward. We will lay down the cross and take up the crown.
C.

He Will Live Forever with His Children
1. The greatest joy that can come to a Christian in this world is to have a few minutes of
unbroken fellowship with the heavenly Father.
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a. But in heaven we will have perfect communion with him, “where congregations never
break up and sabbaths never end.” “Thus shall we ever be with the Lord.”
b. My friends, this is the kind of a God you must live for.
(1) He is the kind of God you must meet some day.
(2) He is great and good and loving and merciful.
(3) He offers his best to you here, but if you reject his offers, he will be your Judge
in that other world.
c. Are you ready for that day? Are you ready to meet God and give him an account of
your life?
_ Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman was pastor of a great church in Philadelphia. One morning after the
service, one of his church officers said to him: “Dr. Chapman, I wish that you could enjoy the
health that I do. I never have an ache or a pain. I never need a doctor, and I never take medicine.”
Three weeks later Dr. Chapman’s phone rang early one morning. He was being called to the
home of the church officer. When he arrived at the home, the man’s daughter met him at the door.
She was sobbing as if her heart would break. She said: “This morning my father waked me and
asked me to meet him in the breakfast room in fifteen minutes. I went to the breakfast room and
waited for him, but he did not come. I went back to his room and found him there. He was sitting
in his favorite chair, with the morning paper on his lap, but his head had fallen on his bosom, and
his soul had gone out to be with God.” Never an ache, never a pain, never needed a doctor—he
never took any medicine. Yet in fifteen minutes he had gone out to another world.
In closing this lesson ask yourself: Am I ready for that hour to come? There is only one way to
make preparation: Come to God through Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, and all will be
well with you forever.
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WHO IS JESUS CHRIST TO YOU?
Matthew 16:16
Throughout the ages there have been many conjectures and much discussion about the Lord Jesus
Christ. Men have asked: “Who is Jesus? Who is this One who claims the attention of all the world?
Who is this mighty Man who has such an abiding place in the hearts of countless millions of people?”
There have been many views about Jesus. Some have said that he was mad, that he was insane,
that he was in league with Beelzebub, the prince of devils. But others have said that he was exactly
what he claimed to be, Jesus Christ, the Son of the living God. One day he called his disciples to him
and said to them, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” They answered: “Some say that you are
John the Baptist; some say that you are Elijah, and others say that you are Jeremiah.” “But whom say ye that
I am?” he asked them. And then Peter, the spokesman for the group, said, “Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the living God.” This answer greatly pleased Jesus, for he said, “Flesh and blood hath not
revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven.”
In this session I cannot tell you all about Jesus Christ. I could not, even in many lessons, give to you
all the truth about the greatest character of the ages. How can a man encompass the character of
Jesus Christ in thirty, sixty or ninety minutes’ time? We can discuss but briefly and simply some of
the high points as we endeavor to answer the question, Who is Jesus Christ?
I.

HE IS A DIVINE PERSON

Many critics have risen up, even in prominent pulpits, and have declared that Jesus was not divine.
They said that he was a mere man, the fairest flower of evolution, a good man, but just a man after
all. These critics soon pass into oblivion, while Jesus Christ, the divine Person, stands out stronger
than ever.
A. His Divinity Is Shown by His Life
1. He was born of a virgin. Look on that beautiful scene.
a. An angel comes to Mary and tells her that God is going to use her to bring his own
Son into the world.
(1) Jesus did not have a human father. He was miraculously conceived by the Holy
Spirit, and there has never been another birth like this.
(2) This was simply God’s method of breaking the laws of heredity.
(3) His birth shows us that God isn’t subject to any human or physical limitations.
b. We marvel at his birth, and we cannot explain it outside the supernatural power of
God.
(1) In Genesis 18:14 we read these words: “Is any thing too hard for the LORD?” No,
there is nothing too hard for God.
(2) He had the power to break down every natural law and cause his Son to be born
of a virgin.
2. He had a sinless character.
1 Peter 2:22: “Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth.”
Hebrews 4:15: “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.”
a. There have been many good men in the world, but none has been perfect like Jesus.
(1) Every man that ever lived has sinned.
(2) All the saints in glory have sinned, but there was no sin in Jesus.
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(3) Sin separates from God; but Jesus had unbroken fellowship with the Father
because he did not sin.
(a) No man could ever say that Jesus spoke, thought, or acted sinfully.
(b) We must bow with Pilate before Jesus’ matchless life and say, “I find in him no
fault at all.”
3. He performed unheard-of miracles. The Bible records thirty-five miracles that Jesus
performed.
a. He gave sight to the blind.
b. He gave new bodies to the lame.
c. He gave life to the dead. Nicodemus said one night, “No man can do these miracles. .
. except God be with him.” Nicodemus was right-this man is a divine Person.
4. He died a sacrificial death.
a. I grant you that many men have made their sacrifices, but none so great as the
sacrifice Jesus made.
b. Life was sweet to Jesus, but the salvation of the world was sweeter.
c. Love is one of God’s great attributes, and he showed forth his love in giving.
5. Jesus died, not because he wanted to, not because he deserved to die, but because he
loved us with a divine love.
(1) The thief on the cross saw how he died, and said, “Lord, remember me.”
(2) The captain of the soldiers saw how he died, and said, “Truly this man was the Son
of God.”
(3) You and I look upon his death and say, “Greater love hath no man than this.”
6. He arose from the dead.
a. His resurrection climaxes every claim made for his divinity.
b. No man but Christ has risen from the dead under his own power.
_

In the old days a Frenchman cried out, “Why will men follow Christ and not me and my
teachings?” The answer came back, “If you will die and come back alive from the grave in three
days, men will follow you as they do Christ.” But no man can do it save Jesus alone. He
conquered death and the grave because he was divine.
7. He ascended to heaven.
a. On Mount Olivet he raised his hands in blessing, a cloud surrounded him, and on the
bosom of that cloud he went back to the Father from whence he came.
(1) He did not go down to rest in a grave as other men do, but he climbed the starry
heights on wings of power because he was divine.
(2) No one was born as he was born.
(a) He lived a sinless life.
(b) He performed unheard-of miracles.
(c) He died a sacrificial death.
(d) He rose from the grave and ascended on high.
(e) He must indeed be the divine Son of God.
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B. HIS DIVINITY IS SHOWN BY HIS OWN CLAIMS
1. He claimed to exist with the Father before the foundation of the world.
a. In his great prayer in John 17, he spoke of the glory that he had with the Father before
the world began.
b. In John 1:1 we go back into the ages before the world was made, and we hear that
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
c. When God said, “Let us make man in our own image,” Jesus was present with him as
a part of the Trinity.
2. He claimed to be God.
a. He said, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father.”
b. The age-long cry of humanity has been, “Show us the Father.” Christ came revealing
the character of God.
(1) He came saying: “I am God uncovered.”
(2) He came saying: “I am God in the flesh.”
(3) He came saying: “I have come down to earth that man might find and know the Holy
One of heaven.”
3. He claimed to be able to forgive sins.
a. No one can do that except God, but Christ as God took this upon himself.
_

While Christ was preaching one day, a man was let down in his presence from the roof top.
Jesus said to the man, “Thy sins be forgiven thee.” Immediately the Pharisees began to murmur,
saying, “No one can forgive sins but God.” For once they were right. But in order to show that he
was God, Christ said, “Son, not only are thy sins forgiven thee, but now you can rise up and walk.” No
one can forgive sin or heal except God, and Jesus forgave sin and healed to the uttermost;
therefore he is God.
4. He claimed to merit first place in the lives of men.
a. He gave men to understand that if they followed him, they must forsake all and love
him above all.
b. He told them that he should be the first and the foremost in every walk of life.
(1) No mere man can lay claim to all man’s loyalty in this way.
(2) Only Christ is worthy of all honor and all praise and all loyalty, for he is the divine
Son of God.
5. He claimed to be the Judge of the world.
a. This great function cannot be claimed by anyone other than God. God has three
mighty functions—that of creation, that of preservation, and that of judgment.
b. These three functions were all claimed and exercised by Christ.
(1) We must, therefore, admit that Christ is divine, that he is the greatest miracle of
all the ages.
(2) We must admit that his claims are true, or that he is the biggest impostor in the
world.
(3) We must not question his divinity or doubt his virgin birth. The fact still remains
that the world has never seen a man like Jesus, for he is indeed the divine Son
of the divine Father.
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_

A man who has a good pure wife may question the fact of her goodness and purity. Despite his
doubts, her character isn’t changed; she is still good and pure. Men have doubted Christ, they
have said all manner of evil things against him, but he still remains the divine Son of God.

II.

HE IS GOD COME DOWN TO THE WORLD IN THE FLESH
We read that “the Word was made flesh.” Let us look at some of the proofs that Christ is God.
A. The Same Names Were Used of Jesus as Were Used of God
1. In Isaiah 44:6, God is speaking, and says: “I am the first, and I am the last.” In Revelation
22:13, we hear Jesus say, “I am . . . the first and the last.”
2. In Psalm 24 we hear this question, “Who is this King of glory?” And the answer comes
back, “The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory.” In 1 Corinthians 2:8 we read that “they .
. . crucified the Lord of glory.” God and Jesus are spoken of in the same terms.
3. In Romans 9:5 we read that “Christ... is over all, God blessed for ever.”
B. God Has Five Definite Attributes—Christ Has Them All
1. God is omnipotent.
a. We find that omnipotence is also ascribed to Jesus.
b. While he was on the earth, he had power over disease and death, over the winds and
the waves.
2. God is omniscient.
a. This attribute is ascribed to Jesus.
b. The woman at the well found out that Jesus knew all the secrets of her heart.
c. God is the only One who possesses all knowledge, so we know that Christ is God.
3. God is omnipresent.
a. He is at all places at the same time.
b. It is even so with Jesus.
(1) He tells us that he will be wherever two or three are gathered together in his
name.
(2) He tells believers that he will be with them “even unto the end of the age,” wherever
they may be.
(3) He is at all places at all times.
4. God is eternal. In Genesis 1:1, we read the words, “In the beginning [was] God.” In John
1:1, “In the beginning was the Word.”
a. Moses said, “I Am hath sent me.”
b. Jesus said, “Before Abraham was, I Am.”
5. God is immutable. He never changes.
a. Note that we also read of Jesus that he is “the same yesterday, today, and for ever.”
b. Jesus possesses every characteristic of God; therefore He is God.

-14-

C. There Are Seven Things That God Alone Can Do, and Yet Christ Does Them All
1. He creates.

5. He transforms bodies.

2. He preserves.

6. He pronounces judgment.

3. He forgives sin.

7. He bestows eternal life.

4. He raises the dead.

D. Christ Received the Same Worship, Faith, and Loyalty That Were Due to God Alone
1. He taught that men should worship God only; yet he accepted this worship for himself.
2. In the Book of Revelation we see the redeemed hosts of heaven worshiping the Lamb
even as they worshiped the Father.
3. We read in Hebrews 1:6, “Let all the angels worship him”; and the writer is speaking of
Jesus.
4. Surely one who merits the worship of angels and men is God himself.
III.

HE IS A PERSON–A REAL MAN
This is where Jesus comes right up close to every one of us. Often he may seem far away, but
he is a real man and is just as approachable as the dearest friend of our hearts.
A. He Had a Human Parentage
1. We read in Luke 2:7 that “she [Mary] brought forth her firstborn son.”
2. Though he was supernaturally conceived, he was indeed Mary’s son. She was as truly
his mother as God was his Father.
3. He had a human parentage as truly as a divine parentage.
4. In order to come close to us and to help us in every time of need, he had to be human,
so God gave him a human parentage.
B. He Had a Human Physical Nature
1. The Bible says that Jesus hungered, he thirsted, he wept, he prayed, he had
compassion, he rejoiced, he suffered, he died, and he was buried. We know that he had
a physical body and a real, physical human nature.
2. Because Jesus was human:
a. He knows about our human sufferings and temptations.
b. He was the only perfect and complete human being who ever lived.
c. When you suffer, remember that he suffered and can comfort you.
d. When you are tempted, remember that he was tempted and can help you find a way
of escape.
e. Hebrews 2:18 says, “For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour
them that are tempted.”
3. Because Christ was human he understands us. But, He was divine so that he could help
us. So in all the troubles and cares of life, let us remember that He is:
(1) Our Elder Brother.
(2) Our Companion.
(3) Our Friend.
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IV.

HE IS THE SAVIOR OF MEN
A. He Came into the World for This Purpose
“The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” “Thou shall call his name Jesus: for
he shall save his people from their sins.”
1. I thank God that he is my Savior.
a. I had sinned—
b. I was on the road to hell—
c. I and not saved— in his wondrous grace he saved me and made me his child.
2. How do you look upon him?
a. Is He the Savior of the world?
b. Is He your own personal Savior?
c. If he isn’t, then, so far as you are concerned, He died in vain.
B. He Is Carrying On This Work Daily
1. In human hearts the world over He is working through his Spirit to save men.
2. He knows his people, and he is calling them by name.
a. Is he calling you?
b. Is he working in your heart?
c. Is resistence in your heart? Don’t resist him, for to do so is to die.

V.

HE IS OUR DAILY STRENGTH
A. He Gives Us Power to Live
1. No man can really live without his help.
2. Jesus is the only One who can give us the power to live as we should from day to day.
B. He Gives That Power to Each of Us
As every child of God can you testify to that fact?

VI.

HE SATISFIES THE DEEPEST LONGINGS OF OUR SOULS
A. He Knows our Hearts
1. In every heart there is a longing for a better life.
2. The world of money, fame, power, and pleasure cannot satisfy this deep longing.
3. He alone can satisfy our longings and speak peace to our hearts.
B. He Intercedes for Us
“He ever lives to make intercession for us.”

#

My father came from a very large family. There were many boys but only two girls. My father
often said that it was only natural that our sisters could get closer to our father than anyone else.
He always listened to them. My father shared with my brother and I that many a time when he
wanted some special permission or favor from Pop, (my Grandfather) he would not approach
him directly, but he would get Emmaline (his older sister) to interceded for him.
1. So it is that when we have sinned, Jesus Christ is there closer to God the Father than
anyone else,
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2. Jesus is interceding for us at the throne of grace.
3. Jesus is doing this right now—making intercession for us.
VII. HE IS THE COMING KING
When he went back into heaven, the men in white said to the disciples: “This same Jesus . . . shall
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
A. All through the New Testament this fact rings out—Jesus is coming again!
1. He is coming in the air to take unto himself forever all those who have believed in his
matchless name, the Bride, the church.
2. Later he is coming in glory with his saints to reign forever and ever.
B. Will you be ashamed at his coming?
1. Where will you be when Jesus comes back?
2. What will you be doing when Jesus comes back?
VIII. HE IS THE WORLD’S FINAL JUDGE
A. At the judgment seat of Christ, he will judge the works of all believers.
B. At the judgment of the great white throne, he will judge those who have left him out of their
lives.
C. Every man must face one of these judgments, either to be rewarded or to be cast out into
eternal suffering forever.
Conclusion:
Today I come deliver to you a loving invitation –you are invited to come to Christ and to receive the
good things he has for his children. If you reject him, in the great day of judgment you will be
summoned to appear before him. Are you ready for that great day to come? Are you ready to stand
before Jesus Christ who died for you and whom you have rejected? “Be ye also ready: for in such an
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”
Who is Jesus?
He is God himself.
He is a wonderful person.
He is a gracious Savior.
He is our daily strength-our coming King and our final Judge.
But the main question is this:
Is he your Savior today?
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THE HOLY SPIRIT AND HIS MISSION ON EARTH
John 14:16
It must have been sweet to live daily with Jesus as the disciples did. They ran to him with every trouble;
they brought him every problem, and in all things he spoke peace to their souls. He had a balm for every
worry and a cure for every troubled heart. We could wish that we, too, could have walked with Jesus and
been blessed by his presence.
But now he is going to die. In the upper room he looks about him and is deeply grieved because of the
sorrow overshadowing his friends. He has told them about his going away, but they do not understand it.
The news has gone like a dart into their hearts, and they are saying to themselves: “What will we do when
he is gone and there will be no one to lead us, to teach us, to comfort us, and to love us with an exceeding
great love?” But he must go–he must die–he must be raised again–he must make the sacrifice that would
save them forever and ever. Weep, ye disciples, but your Savior cannot stay with you; he must go away
and leave you for a time without a comforter.
It seems that in this hour Jesus would be the one who needed comfort, for he was the one who was
facing death. But in this hour, as in every other hour, he thought of others and not of himself. He saw the
sorrow of his disciples, and he comforted them. “I am going away,” he said, “but I will send you a
Comforter–I will not leave you comfortless–I will not leave you as sheep without a shepherd. I will send
one to comfort and sustain you throughout all the days.” And in due course of time he sent that Comforter,
whose name is the Holy Spirit.
This subject ought to interest every Christian; yet there are few Christians who know much about the
Holy Spirit. As a child I heard the ministers speak about the Holy Spirit, and I had a very vague idea of
what they meant. Some Christians have indulged in such extreme fanaticism concerning this subject as
to cause others to shy away from it. But it is precious to know the Holy Spirit as a person and to feel him
in your heart. He is my Friend, even as Jesus is my Friend, and I want to introduce him to you today. I
want you to meet him, to know who he is and what he does. The best and simplest definition I know for
the Holy Spirit is this:
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD IN THE HUMAN HEART.
I. WHO IS THE HOLY SPIRIT?
1. The Holy Spirit Is a Person We are never to speak of the Spirit as “it” any more than we speak
of Jesus or God as “it.” He isn't something emanating or flowing from God, but he is a real person.
(1) The fact that he is a person is shown by the uses of his name. When we baptize a person, we
baptize him in the name of the “Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” We use the name
of the Spirit right along with the name of Jesus and of God. When we pronounce a benediction,
which we get from the Bible, we again use the name of the Spirit in the same manner in which
we use the name of God and of Christ. If the Holy Spirit is merely an influence, we would not
mention him along with these other two great names. God and Christ are persons, and we
connect the Spirit's name right along with their names because the Spirit is also a person.
(2) The fact that he is a person is shown by his appearances on earth. I see Jesus go down into
the waters of the Jordan. John the Baptist baptizes him beneath these waters. When he comes
up out of the water, the doors of heaven open, a bright light shines on him, a flood of glory
descends and rests on the sacred head of our Savior. The Spirit came in the form of a dove,
symbolizing gentleness and purity. The Spirit was seen by the brink of the river, even as Jesus
came up out of the water, and as God spoke from heaven.
i.

Some years later we see a company of disciples in the upper room. Jesus has gone on to
heaven and these disciples are waiting for the coming of the Spirit as promised by the
Savior.
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ii. The sound of a rushing mighty wind suddenly fills the house, a bright light shines about
them, and cloven tongues as of fire sit on each of them. This was a marvelous appearance
of the Holy Spirit in person. An influence cannot appear, nor can an influence be seen.
iii. The Holy Spirit was there in person.
(3) The fact that he is a person is shown by the personal characteristics ascribed to him.
Knowledge is ascribed to the Spirit. 1 Corinthians 2:11 “The things of God knoweth no man, but
the Spirit of God.” Will is ascribed to the Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:11 the “Spirit, dividing to every
man severally as he will.”
i.

God has certain spiritual gifts for men. The Spirit wills that they should be given to certain
men, and the Spirit does give them to certain men.

ii. Mind is ascribed to the Spirit. Romans 8:27 “He that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit.”
iii. Power is ascribed to the Spirit. Romans 15:13 “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.”
iv. Now we know that the Holy Spirit is a person because he knows, he wills, he has power, and
he exercises the functions of a mind.
(4) The fact that he is a person is shown by the acts and deeds ascribed to him.
i. In the first chapter of the Bible we read that “the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters” and brought order out of chaos.
ii. Once there was no order–the earth was like a valley of darkness under the shadow of death.
iii. It was then that God, the Holy Spirit, brooded over the earth.
iv. He sowed the seeds of life and brought forth every tree, every plant, and every living thing.
(5) He inspired the writing of the Bible. “Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost.”
i. Moses wrote the Pentateuch, but the Holy Spirit moved his hand.
ii. David wrote the psalms, and Solomon wrote the proverbs, but they were moved by the Holy
Spirit.
iii. Isaiah and Jeremiah and others wrote the Old Testament prophecies, but they wrote only
as they were inspired by the Spirit.
(6) He guided God's servants.
i. In Antioch the Holy Spirit said to the church, “Separate me Barnabas and Saul [and send
them out upon a missionary journey.”
ii. The Holy Spirit spoke to Peter and said, “Go down to the centurion and preach the gospel
of the Gentiles.”
iii. The Holy Spirit spoke to Paul and said, “Don't go back into Asia, but go over into
Macedonia.”
(7) The fact that he is a person is shown by the fact that he is treated as a person.
i. The Spirit can be grieved. Ephesians 4:30 “Grieve not the holy Spirit of God.”
ii. The Spirit can be resisted. Acts 7:51 “Ye do always resist the Holy Ghost.”
iii. The Holy Spirit can be lied to.
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a. Peter said to Ananias in Acts 5:3, “Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy
Ghost?”
b. All these facts teach us that the Holy Spirit is a person.
c. He is not an influence, not an attribute, but a real person.
d. We are to think of him, then, as a person, and we are to seek to know him and to give
ourselves in full surrender to him.
2. The Holy Spirit Is God, the Third Person of the Trinity
This is something that we will never fully understand—this mystery of God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit. We worship him as one God; yet he is in three persons. God the Father
is the mind, God the Son is the body, and God the Spirit is the soul.
(1) The Spirit is shown to be God by the four divine attributes ascribed to him. These attributes are
omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence, and eternity. These attributes belong to God, and
they are also ascribed to the Holy Spirit, proving to us that the Spirit is God.
(2) The Holy Spirit is shown to be God by the three divine works that are ascribed to God only.
Only God can create; yet in Job 33:4 we read, “The Spirit of God hath made me.” Only God can
impart life, but we read that “God . . . breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul.” This breath is God's Spirit. Only God can be the author of divine
prophecies; and yet we are told in 2 Peter 1:21 that no prophecy came by the will of men, but man
spoke for God, being moved by the Holy Spirit. Only God can do these things, and yet the Holy
Spirit does them. And so the Holy Spirit is God.
(3) The Holy Spirit is shown to be God by the fact that the same passages in the Old Testament
that refer to God, in the New Testament refer to the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is shown to be
God by the way in which his name is coupled with that of God and Christ in the formula for
baptism and in the Bible benediction. The Spirit's name is coupled in equality with that of the
Father and the Son.
i. Do you see who He is? He is a person just as Jesus is a person. He is God just as the
Heavenly Father is God, even though He shows not Himself to any man. Jesus is not here
in the flesh today, but the Holy Spirit is here taking His place. He is a person, and He is
God.
ii. Where is he today? Is He lying idle?
iii. No! He is existent everywhere; but, most of all and best of all, He lives in the hearts of
believers.
a. He sees a weary soul and whispers, “Come to Jesus and rest.”
b. He sees eyes that are filled with tears, and he wipes away the tears and bids the
saddened heart to look to Jesus.
c. He sees a tempest-tossed soul and speaks the word of consolation. He, conjoined with
the Father and the Son, is working for the salvation of souls and the edification of the
saints.
iv. He is a living being, a divine person!
II. WHAT DOES THE HOLY SPIRIT DO IN THE WORLD?
1. He Convicts of Sin
(1) No man can do this, no minister can do it.
i. The minister can come to you with the sharp blade of the truth and thrust it deep into your
heart, but he cannot convict you of sin; only the Holy Spirit can do this.
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ii. A Christian goes to the home of a hardened sinner– a man who has no use for the gospel
or the church of God.
iii. The Christian talks–he prays with the sinner–he reads the Bible to him–he weeps over him.
iv. The sinner is saved, but the Christian did not do it–the conviction came because of the
power of the Holy Spirit.
v. We are to do the best we can in soul-winning, but only the Holy Spirit can bring conviction
for sin. John 16:8: “And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment.”
(2) When you feel that you have sinned and that you want to be a Christian–when the weight of
your guilt bears down on you, the Holy Spirit is then convicting you and you should not resist
him.
2. He Calls Us to Eternal Life
Revelation 22:17 “The Spirit and the bride say, Come.” Recalls men out of their sin; he calls them
to eternal life. He is calling in many ways even now. It is he who puts the desire for heaven and
for eternal life in the human heart.
3. He Regenerates
To be saved, a man must be born of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit alone can give you a new birth. God
makes men, the devil unmakes him, and the Spirit remakes him. God creates, the devil destroys,
and the Spirit recreates. He takes away the old life and gives the new life.
4. He Seals Us unto the Day of Redemption
Ephesians 4:30 “Grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.”
(1) A man makes out his will, a seal is put on it. When he dies, the will is opened up.
(2) When we come to Christ, the Holy Spirit seals us; and no man on earth can break that seal, for
when he seals us unto the day of redemption, he causes us to become the children of God
forever.
5. He Causes Us to Remember
John 14:26: “But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”
(1) Memory is a wonderful thing. We often return to a higher and better life because of the God
given workings of memory. Jesus wanted us to remember.
i.

He wanted us to remember the things he said and done while he was here, and so he sent
the Holy Spirit to cause us to remember.

ii. He wanted us to remember each and every time we come to celebrate the Lord's Supper.
a. The Holy Spirit broods over this memorial meal.
b. The Holy Spirit causes us to remember that Jesus died and that he is coming again.
(2) We are prone to forget all that Christ has done for us, but the Spirit often reminds us of his
sacrifice, thus causing us to love him more and more.
6. He Teaches Us God's Will
Jesus said, “He will teach you all things.”
(1) The real Christian wants to know the will of God.
i.

The Spirit in his heart teaches him this will.
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ii. Jesus Christ was the greatest teacher that the world has ever known, but when he went
away, he said, “I am going to send you another Teacher–One who is infallible–One who will
lead you into all truth.”
a. If you want to know to what church you should belong, let the Spirit teach you.
b. If you want to know how to be baptized, let the Spirit teach you.
c. If you want to know how much money to give to Christ's kingdom, let the Spirit teach you.
If you are in doubt about anything, let the Spirit teach you.
(2) The Holy Spirit never makes a mistake, and he will teach you God's will if you will give him the
chance.
7. He Comforts in Time of Sorrow
Jesus said, “I will send you a Comforter.”
(1) In the hours of our sorrow our friends and loved ones do their best to comfort us, but, after all,
the Holy Spirit is the great Comforter.
(2) When we sit in the shadows, he is the only One who can give comfort to our broken hearts.
_ As a train chugged it’s way through the mountains, the sun was shining brightly and the light was
streaming into every window. In a few minutes the porter came in and turned the lights on in the car.
Why he was turning on these lights when there was so much light on the outside. It didn't take long
to learn the reason–in a few minutes the train plunged into the darkness of a tunnel. If he had not had
the lights on the inside, everyone would have been in total darkness.
(3) The noonday light of the world may be shining brightly in your life right now, but what will you
do when you are plunged into the hour of sorrow and darkness?
i. You need a light on the inside–you need the Holy Spirit.
ii. You need a great healer within your heart.
a. Many have come to say that time is a great healer.
b. The Holy Spirit is a surer and greater Comforter.
_ Some years ago John Hoyt shared the story that a friend of his, a splendid Christian man, lay dying.
He called his wife and children to the bedside, told each of them good-bye, gave them some kindly
advice, and then offered a prayer with them before he died. As they went down into their Gethsemane
of sorrow, there was no murmur nor bitterness–they felt the Holy Spirit by their side comforting their
hearts.
c. There are others who, when they have a deep sorrow, can find no comfort.
(i) They do not know which way to turn because they do not know the great comfort of
the Holy Spirit.
(ii) Oh, sorrowing one, yield your heart to him–he will give you comfort!
8. He Gives Us Power to Overcome the Devil
(1) I have heard many men say, “I haven't power to live the Christian life.”
(2) No man can in himself ever find that power.
i. It must come from above.
ii. When we go to Christ and ask for help, he guarantees a power that is greater than the
power of Satan.
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9. He Empowers Us for Service
(1) A man stands to preach the blessed gospel. The power of God is upon him, and souls are
blessed and saved. Where did he get that spiritual power?
i. Did he receive it along with his college degree? No.
ii. Did he receive it from his books or seminary training? No, that power came from above.
(2) The Holy Spirit is the One who empowers us for service.
i. Let a man try to preach in his own power, and he simply beats the air. Every true
preacher knows what I am talking about.
ii. We must serve in his power, or we have no power at all.
iii. We cannot win men with our own words or our own wisdom– we need the power of the
Holy Spirit.
iv. If you feel weak as you attempt his service, just remember that he has promised that the
Holy Spirit will be your power.
(3) Consider electric lights. There is absolutely no power in the electric bulbs, nor in the wiring,
nor in the filaments; yet I can push the switch on the wall and a room is flooded with light.
This means that behind the electric fixtures and the wire there is a great power that furnishes
this illumination.
i. There is no power in you and me apart from the Holy Spirit.
ii. There is no spiritual power in our brains and bodies and hearts, but in Christ there is
great power, and
iii. If we surrender these instruments to him, he can flood the world with a great spiritual
light.
(4) The Holy Spirit is not a power for you to use but a power to use you.
i. The question is not, How much of him do you have? but How much of you does he
have?
ii. If you will make a full surrender to him, out of you will flow spiritual power and blessings
for the world.
iii. To the sinner I would say, Don't trifle with the Holy Spirit.
a. Blasphemy against the Father and Son may be forgiven, but blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit can never be forgiven.
b. I don't know what all this means, and the great theologians do not know, but I do
know this: If the Holy Spirit calls you, you are not to go on in your sin–you are not to
reject his call.
c. If you heed not his call, you are treading on dangerous ground.
d. If the Holy Spirit convicts you of sin, I urge you to listen to him and to turn to the
Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world.
Come now and meet my Friend, the Holy Spirit! Put everything else aside–throw all sin out of your
life–cast out all that would grieve him, and you will feel his sweet presence living in your heart. The
greatest need of the church today is to have the Holy Spirit sweeping through its members. So let us
go to the throne of grace, surrender our lives to him–leave our sins–and thus will we meet and know
and walk with the Friend of friends.
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HIS SATANIC MAJESTY, THE DEVIL
John 8:44; 1 John 3:8
The Bible tells us very little about the origin of the devil. What we read in the Bible tells us that he was
once an archangel, an archangel of great power and glory. Because of this high position, and led on by
his arrogance, he became so proud that God had to cast him out of heaven. Now he is permitted to go
about in the world tempting people and acting as a mighty adversary. This is generally accepted by Bible
scholars. God created all things good, but some of his creations became bad—man, for instance. It is
reasonable to believe that the devil was created in goodness, but that he became evil and was then cast
out of heaven.
He is called by different names – Satan, Beelzebub, Lucifer, the evil one, the serpent, the dragon – the god
of this world and the prince of this world. It doesn't matter what you call him—he is the devil just the same.
I.

THERE IS A DEVIL
1. What Do You believe?
(1) Some people say: “the devil doesn't exist, that he is merely a figment of the imagination.”
(2) The Christian Scientists tell us that "all is good."
(3) Any sensible person knows that all things are not good, and that there is a mighty being
behind all evil, namely, the devil.
2. The Bible Proves His Existence
Matthew 13:19 (KJV) “The wicked one ... catcheth away that which was sown in his heart.”
i. Does Jesus lie? He is the Word!

John 1:14

ii. Peter said that there is a devil. John and Paul told us of he exist.
iii. The Bible says it. He appeared to Jesus in the great temptation and at other times. No
argument on this earth can deny scripture’s account. All scripture is God breathed,
inspired of God. PLENARY VERBAL INSPIRATION!
a. Whatever is recorded in Holy Writ is the truth!
b. It is the testimony of those who were given the task of recording it. 2 Timothy 3:16.
Regardless of whether they wrote with a pen themselves or someone took it down as
a secretary taking dictation. The total inspiration is the total control of the output of
mankind to whatever media we have in the Hebrew, Greek, Septuagint. I’m not
defending modern-day translations “God Breathed”
(i) We see him appearing to Job.
(ii) He is shown in the Book of Revelation as appearing many times on the earth.
(iii) Jesus said it and as far as I’m concerned that’s enough for me!
iv.

To deny the existence of the devil is to deny the truthfulness and trustworthiness of
Christ. We know that the devil made his appearance on the earth.

3. Experience Attests That There Is a Devil
i. Look at humanity, living day in and day out like a teeter–totter as it goes up and down.
Outside the church, consider humanity as the balance point.
a. On the best day, there are people who live relatively good lives. They would be as the
one higher up. And to those who take life with no regrets
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(i) Satan is on the job, and there is an impulse and a desire in every one of us to
follow evil.
(ii) Where does this inward desire come from? Men blame their evilness on anyone
other than themselves. Man has even questioned the origin of sin.
1) Man has questioned: Is It Our Heavenly Father — Jehovah God?
2) Scholars blame Eve, or Adam or the Devil
b. I say that no matter what name we give to that source, It comes from a source outside
God, where else, the Devil.
ii. Every Christian in the world has a continual fight against the forces of evil.
a. We are tempted from every direction. These temptations come sometimes even when
the child of God is in the holy place of prayer.
b. It is the devil who brings this evil into our minds. We are confronted every day with the
influence and power of the devil who has the ability to be our personal devil who knows
us intimately!
iii. How? Why? The Adamic nature we are born with, the first Adam. Now we have inherited
the second Adam, Christ through Grace!
II.

THE NATURE OF THE DEVIL
1. He Is a Person
(1) 1 John 3:8 says, “The devil sinneth.”
(2) By saying that he is a person doesn't mean that he has a body like ours, but he is a living,
created Arch-Angel who rebelled against His Heavenly Father. He exist just as we do just
the same.
i. He knows, he feels, he wills.
ii. When he comes to tempt us, he often comes in beauty and appeals to us in the most
attractive way, not as the cartoonist portray him– horns, tail, pitchfork, etc.
(3) We need an armor against the devil and find this armor in Ephesians 6:11-12 (KJV) “Put on

the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”
(4) We are fighting against a real living being. Jesus throughout the Bible teaches us that he is
a person.
2. He Is a Being of Great Power and Authority
(1) Satan is a strong personality, and we cannot fight him alone, know your enemy.
i. We need all the help of heaven in our combat against the devil. We must put on the
whole armor of God! Lessons from our own nation’s history educate us as to the evil that
exist and the need for help to overcome!
a. America had a great conflict against Germany and Japan, during World War II. Many
have compared Hitler and the Axis as the advent the anti–Christ and the devil himself
and truly that was evil personified where millions of innocent people died simply
because they weren’t accepted as part of the great society.
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b. All of that was nothing compared to the age-long conflict between the souls of men and
this mighty personal being whom we know as Satan.
c. Think of all the crime, the murders, the sorrows, the troubles in the world.
ii. What does it all mean? It is simply a part of the great conflict between good and evil.
(2) We must not underestimate the devil. We cannot laugh him off. The big fight is on in our
hearts and in the world for the souls of man whom he hates.
i. Satan is lining up against the Children of God, the battle is coming!
ii. Satan is lining up against God, the battle is coming!
iii. Satan is lining up against all that God has created, the battle is coming!
(3) On the other hand, we must not overestimate the devil. We cannot afford to get blue and
pessimistic and say, “The world is going to the devil."
i. The devil is locked in a battle with every Christian, but He (Our Heavenly Father) who is
for us is greater than the one who fights against us.
ii. The devil is mighty, but the Savior is Almighty. We can, have and will overcome the devil
in Jesus’ name.
(4) The devil does many wicked things but God will overcome him in the end.
3. He Is a Being of Great Majesty and Dignity of Position

Jude 9 “Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of
Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.”
(1) Don’t get overly zealous!
i. If you remember, Michael, the archangel of heaven, quarreled with the devil over the body of
Moses.
ii. We see that the position of Satan was so exalted that even Michael did not dare bring a railing
accusation against him, but rather called on the Lord to rebuke Satan.
(2) If an angel who occupied such a high position dared not rebuke Satan, surely Satan's position must
have been a high one indeed.
4. He Is the Prince of This World
(1) This is where we come in contact with Satan, where the rubber meets the pavement.
i. If he were simply some great monarch ruling a kingdom thousands of miles away from us, we
should never need to be concerned about him.
ii. He is right here in this world conducting his evil work.
a. Whether we like or not he is in the middle of everything that you do and he goes everywhere
you go.
b. You can’t escape the fact that he is with you, even here in this sanctuary, everywhere you go.
NOTE: John 14:30 (KJV) “Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this

world cometh, and hath nothing in me.”
(2) Look around the devil is ruling today as the prince of this world. There will never be
permanent peace in the world, why?
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i. He rules in the hearts of the world's great leaders.
ii. All mankind is out for gain. Our hearts are greedy.
a. Man seeks to gain everything available.
b. Man has no respect for the rights of others.
c. Man, world-wide, individuals and nations, because the devil is ruling in human hearts.
iii. Why were nations overrun and millions of people killed in Europe and the Far East during
World War II? And why do similar conditions of war and hatred and greed prevail in many
parts of the world today? There is only one answer to all these questions: The devil is
ruling in the hearts of men all over the world.
a. In our own nation, once considered a Christian nation I might add, after the shock of a
horrible disaster of Biblical proportions known as hurricane Katrina instead of people
thanking God for sparing their lives they spewed lewd remarks cursing everyone around
and blaming God for their temporary misfortune.
b. The victims of this natural disaster complain that their relief isn’t fast enough and they
begin to throw blame and hatred toward the good people who are giving unselfishly of
their time and money to render aide.
c. After the tsunami in December of 2004 in a non-Christian nation, a third world nation
where people on a whole lived in poverty daily gave nothing but praise and thankfulness
to those who were rendering relief.
d. One a Godly nation the other a third-world nation with non-Christian belief yet the Godly
nation acted ungodly, the un-godly acted humbled and thankful for the compassion
(3) We say that the Lord works in mysterious ways well it seems the devil does as well because
it is very strange in the contrast just given between a “Christian Nation vs. a Non-Christian
nation.
(4) Recently, our president made a profound, scripture fulfilling statement when he said, America
is no longer a Christian nation but a nation for all religions! (President Obama)
III. THE CHARACTER OF THE DEVIL
1. He Is Wicked
(1) God is the Holy One; he is the embodiment of perfect holiness.
(2) The devil is just the opposite; he is the embodiment of consummate wickedness.
2. He Is the Original Sinner

1st John 3:8 says: "He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil."
(1) Why do men sin today?
i. It is because they belong to the devil;
ii. It is because they have his nature in their flesh.
(2) Why, then, do Christians sin?
i. They have been saved, but they still retain their old sinful natures.
ii. They never lose that nature until Jesus in the twinkling of an eye transforms them and
makes them like himself.
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a. The evil nature within the Christian is always fighting against the good nature — the
spiritual nature.
b. The flesh of this world sins —the divine spirit within a Christian repents. When I sin, my
flesh has the upper hand. When I repent of that sin, my spirit is ruling.
c. The devil tempts the Christian, and the Christian often falls into sin. He can say,
however, with Paul, "It is no more I that do it, but the sin that dwelleth in me."
d. The Christian who sins is indeed a wretched man, but he can say again with Paul, “I

thank God that through Jesus Christ our Lord I can be delivered from the body of this
death.”
IV. THE WORK OF THE DEVIL
1. He Lies to Men
(1) We are told that Satan is the "father of lies." We cannot trust anyone who tells lies, for the
devil has invented every lie that has ever been told. He lies to men today. He says to them,
"Follow me into the pathways of sin and I will give you the sweetness of life." The devil is
lying, because he cannot do it. He can give you the pleasures of sin for a season, but in the
end you drink the bitter dregs of disappointment and despair as you sink down into eternal
hell.
(2) Yonder is an old man, bent and gray. Once he was young with all of life lying out before him.
But the devil lied to him. The devil told him about the good things he could have if he would
follow the ways of sin and the world. The young man said, "I will take it all in." He drank from
every flower of sin—he tasted the sweetness of every fountain of iniquity—he wasted his
years in riotous living. Now he has nothing left but the bitter memories of a misspent life. He
has no joy in the present, he has no hope for the future. It has been well said that the devil
has no happy old people.
2. He Tempts Men to Sin
(1) He is the original tempter. He tempted our first parents in the Garden of Eden. They fell
before the tempter, and as they sank down into sin, they reached up and took the hand of
everybody who would ever be born into the world and pulled them down into sin along with
them.
(2) The greatest picture of temptation is shown in the tempting of Jesus. For forty days and
nights he had prayed and fasted. He came back into the world weak and hungry. The devil
met him and tempted him in the realm of material things when he said, "If thou be the Son
of God, command that these stones be made bread." But Jesus beat them back with the
words from Deuteronomy. The next time the devil tempted him in the realm of his pride.
Taking Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple, he said to him, "If thou be the Son of God, cast
thyself down." Jesus again beat him back with another scriptural answer from the psalms.
The next time he tempted Jesus in the realm of desire for power. He took him onto a high
mountain and said to him, "I will give you all the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them
if you will fall down and worship me." Jesus again beat him back with a quotation from the
same Old Testament record. In like manner Satan tempts us in all these points. Never a day
goes by but that he tempts us to sin in word and thought and deed.
(3) What a shrewd tempter Satan is! He arranges things in a beautiful manner; he captivates and
fascinates us. He tries to make us forget that we are Christians; he seeks to make us throw
aside our good resolutions; he plants a little thought in our minds—a thought that grows into
a deadly sin. The only way we can overcome the tempter is through the power that comes
from the Lord Jesus Christ.
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3. He Is the Author of False Views

"In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them." 2nd Corinthians
4:4
(1) All over the world the devil has been able to cause men to doubt the old things that have
been believed down through the ages. He especially brings doubts concerning the person
of Christ; he is constantly telling men that Christ isn't divine. He begins an evil work by
planting a doubt in our hearts; then he is easily able to lead us on and on into sin. In the
Garden of Eden, when the devil tempted Eve, she said to him, "God has told us not to eat of
the fruit of this certain tree, saying that if we do eat of it we will die." Then the devil replied in
a very sarcastic vein, "Ye shall not surely die." The seed was planted — the doubt began to
grow, and soon Eve had been swept down into the guilt of sin. He even tried to bring doubt
into Jesus' mind when he said, "If thou be the Son of God."
(2) The gambling halls, the liquor joints, the houses of infamy are not the only places of Satan's
activities. He is working in many schools and colleges in the land. Men and women are
teaching immature boys and girls to doubt the Word of God. They call the Bible "old fogey
stuff" and encourage the students to throw off mother's religion. The devil knows that if he
can cause these young people to doubt the Bible, he can soon lead them off into sin. I know
it is true, for I have seen it many times.
_

When Dr. B. H. Carroll, founder and first president of the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary,
lay on his death bed, he said to Dr. Lee R. Scarborough, his successor, "Lee, keep the Seminary tied
to the old Book." We must not let the devil capture our schools. Christ and the Word of God must be
the center of our educational life if Christianity is to thrive and if Christian leaders are to be sent into
this wicked world.

V.

THE DESTINY OF THE DEVIL
Revelation 20:10 says: "And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone,
where the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever."
1. When the devil comes down to his final end, the battle is over, then his destiny will be in the
everlasting fires of hell.
(1) He will not be alone—his followers will be with him.
(2) Hell is a "place prepared for the devil and his angels." It is a place of just and righteous
punishment. If you go to hell, it will be because you cast your lot with the devil rather than
with God.
2. Everyone who rejects Christ is throwing in his lot with Satan, and there is nothing left for him but
everlasting hell.

VI. HOW TO GET VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL
1. We Are to Surrender to God and Resist the Devil

James 4:7: "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."
(1) When we resist the devil in our own strength, we will always fail.
i. If we surrender to God, we have all His power on our side.
ii. If we do not resist the overtures of the tempter, Satan, we will be in trouble.
(2) When he tempts us, we embrace the opportunity to sin; but if we are to conquer Satan, we
must resist him in the strength of the Lord.
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(3) When the tempter comes, we must say to him, "I cannot yield to this thing because I am a
child of God." Surely the Lord will help us if we resist in Jesus name and resume our battle
with our armor reinforced, then and if in that way we defeat the devil from battle to battle, we
will be a little bit stronger each time knowing that the war will end, he will be defeated, the
victor- Jesus our Lord.
2. We Are to Store Up God's Word and God's Promises in Our Hearts
(1) Jesus defeated the devil by remembering and resting on the Word of God.
i. When we know and remember all the promises he makes within His word we can stand
up for him!
ii. When we neglect the Bible, we are leaving the windows wide open, and the devil can
come in and conquer us.
(2) God imparts strength through his Word, and we must stand on that Word if we are to be
strong enough to defeat the evil one.
3. We Are to Put On the Whole Armor of God
(1) We can hold the shield of faith before us by saying in our hearts, "This is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith." We are to wear the helmet of salvation, shouting, "I
am saved, I belong to Jesus, and I will not yield to this temptation." We must wield the sword
of the Spirit, using the Bible and its truth on the devil and thus sending him back to his hot
hole in hell.
4. We Are to Claim Jesus' Strength for Ours

Ephesians 6:10: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.”
When temptations come and we cry out, "Lord, help me," he will give us strength.
(1) He has never refused yet to help those who call on him as they engage in their battles against
the prince of this world.
_

A good Christian man lay dying. Calling his children to the bedside, he had a good word for each of
them and then kissed them good-bye. Finally he turned to his wife and said to her, "When I am gone,
you will trust the Lord and find your comfort in him, won't you?" And she answered, "Yes, dear. 'I
know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed
unto him against that day!'" Her husband then said: "You and I have been to the cemetery four times
to put away those whom we loved, and you will remember that each time as we rode back home God
spoke his comfort and grace to us in every turn of the wheels. Now, when I am gone, I know that you
will turn to him for your comfort in the hour of sorrow." The good man then began to quote the twentythird psalm, and when he came to the verse that says, "Though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no evil," he turned to his wife and said, "Mary, he is with me now and I am
going home with him."
He had lived the overcoming life, and now he had gone out to meet his Savior and to receive his
reward.
(2) The devil may be ruling your heart because you do those things you ought not to do.
(3) He may be robbing you of peace and power and comfort.

Oh, come to Jesus daily, cast all your cares on him, put your hand in the nail-pierced hand, and you, too,
will be able to live the victorious life.
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HELL, THE EVERLASTING HOME OF THE LOST
Luke 16:23
A certain minister had just finished preaching a strong Bible sermon on hell. A man from the congregation
said to him later, “Don’t you know that the more up-to-date preachers have taken hell out of the Bible?”
The preacher replied, “They may have done that, but here is the trouble: They haven’t destroyed the
place.” Jonathan Edwards preached his mighty sermon on “The Sinner in the Hands of an Angry God”
many, many times. It is said that when he preached this sermon, men would grip the backs of the pews
in order to keep from falling down into the pits of hell. Now hell is just as hot as it was when Jonathan
Edwards preached about it, and it is just as real as it was when Jesus talked about it.
The doctrine of hell isn’t a popular doctrine—I would much rather preach on heaven; but I would be
preaching only a half gospel if I left hell out. We do not like to talk about hell, neither do we like to
talk about murder, poverty, sickness, or death, but these things are facts just the same. Though we do
not like to think about it, we must face the fact of sin and its punishment. We must realize that men do sin
in this world—that there is a judgment to come, and that God has reserved punishment for sinners in
another world.
I.

THERE IS A HELL
A. The Bible Teaches It
1. The Bible is our sole authority.
a. We are absolutely dependent on it for our knowledge of the future life.
b. Men have written great books, but God has written the one Book that tells us about the life
that is to come.
c. Those teachings on the subject of hell are very plain.

Psalm 9:17: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God.”
Daniel 12:2: “And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.” Matthew 25:46: “And these
shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.” Revelation
20:15: “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of
fire.”
d. But someone says, “I believe in heaven, but I do not believe in hell.” You ask him the question,
“Why do you believe in heaven?” and he says, “I read about it in the Bible.”
2. Jesus told us that he was going to prepare a wonderful place where we might live forever.
a. The same Bible that tells us about heaven also tells us about hell—and the Bible says much
more about hell than it does about heaven.
b. We must believe the Bible. Hell is certain, and we do wrong when we hide this fact from
anyone.

_ If I saw you racing sixty miles an hour toward an open pit and you knew nothing of this danger, it would be my
duty to warn you of the impending disaster.
c. Let me say to you that hell lies in wait for all who reject Christ as Savior.
d. It is certainly the duty of the preacher, therefore, to warn you of the wrath to come.
B. Human Logic Demands It
1. When one man murders another, we say about the murderer, “That man should suffer; he doesn’t
deserve to enjoy the peace and happiness good men deserve.”

-31-

2. Men are eternal criminals against God. They have sinned and broken his law. Logic says
(dictates) that they must be punished.
3. We read that “Judas went to his own place.”
a. God does have a place for those who have trampled his Son underfoot.
penitentiary for criminals—he has a prison for sinners. Someone will say,

He has a

(1) “God is too good to send a man to hell.”
(2) God does love every man, but his love doesn’t cover up his justice.
(3) He gives a sinner every chance.
(a) He loves him and gave his Son to die for him and constantly pleads with the sinner
to give his heart to Christ.
(b) If, after all this, a man is damned, it is not God’s fault; it is the fault of the sinner.
(c) God is love, God is just, His justice is complete.
4. There are two places for the soul of man.
a. It is unthinkable that murderers, thieves, liars, and adulterers will go to heaven. Heaven
would become hell if it were filled with such people. Logic, therefore, demands that there
will be someplace where the evil are punished. The name of this place of punishment is hell.
II. WHAT KIND OF PLACE IS HELL?
A. Hell Is a Place of Separation “Depart from me, ye cursed.”
1. Hell means separation from God’s presence and from God’s blessings.
2. Hell means separation from our loved ones who are at home with God.
3. In our text we see a soul who has been brought to judgment.
a. He has lived in sin.
b. He has spurned his father’s prayers and his mother’s tears.
c. He has scorned every invitation to his heart.
d. He has said, “I will live without God.”
(1) Thus in the here and now he damns himself to receive the sentence at the final
judgment.
(2) Thus in that moment of decision it is decided—an eternity of separation from God.
B. Hell Is a Place of Suffering Men suffer here, but this is nothing to compare with the sufferings of
hell. For that is surely the most intense sort of suffering.
1. Someone may ask the question: “Is there literal fire in hell?”
2. We cannot answer that question from experience, but Jesus uses sufficient language in
describing the place. He talks about:
a. “the hell of fire”
b. “the place where the fire is not quenched”
c. “the furnace of fire”
d. “the lake of fire”
3. He tells about a man being “tormented in this flame.”
a. We have as much right to (at this point many people speculate and re-write, change, etc)
interpret this fire as being literal as we do of other references to fire in the Bible.
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b. The Bible speaks of the “fire on Elijah’s altar,” and we know that it was real fire.
c. The Bible speaks of the bush that burned with fire but was not consumed.
d. We know that this was real fire. (People accept this reference as being true without
question but the question of the literal fire of hell people begin to leave the central truth of
God’s word) We cannot say, then, that hell isn’t real fire; it is that or something worse.
4. You may say that the Bible descriptions of hell are just pictures. Well understand something
my child of God:
a. The real thing is usually worse than the picture.
b. We are not afraid of the picture of a storm, or of the picture of a forest fire, but we are afraid
of the real thing, for it is much worse than the picture.
c. If the Bible is simply giving us a picture of hell, surely then, hell, the real thing, must be
much worse.
C. Hell Is a Place of Eternal Suffering It would not be so bad if we had hope that the suffering
someday would end, but it is eternal and everlasting.
1. When you think of the body being consumed in hell and realize that this suffering never ends,
we come to know what a terrible place, indeed, it must be.
a. Death is a monster on earth, but men would welcome it as an angel in hell.
b. If death could go down into hell and relieve the suffering of those who are there, the
damned would rejoice. But
c. Death never comes to put an end to existence in hell.
2. We cannot do without hope in this world; yet there is no hope in hell.
a. It is suffering, suffering, suffering, suffering, and no hope of escape.
(1) When you are sick, you hope that you will soon be better.
(2) When business is bad, you hope that it will soon improve.
(3) When you are in debt, you hope that you will soon be relieved of this debt.
b. In this world we can always hope for something better, but there is no hope for those who
go down to hell. “Forever lost” is written on every chain of hell and blazes in every fire of
that lost region.
D. Hell Is a Place of the Lowest Associations

Revelation 21:8: “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murders, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”
1. But someone will say, “I am not a bad sinner; I do not belong in that crowd.”
2. You will notice, however, that this passage includes the “unbelievers.”
a. They may be good people, but if they haven’t believed in Jesus Christ, they will be just as
much lost as the murderers and whoremongers.
E. Hell Is the Place Where Men Reap the Harvest of Their Sinful Influence “There will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.” Certainly men will gnash their teeth as they reap the harvest of their sinful
years.
1. One man will gnash his teeth at a companion, saying, “You led me to this place! You told me to
take my first drink.”
2. And the other one will say in reply, “Yes, but you made me even worse than I was by your influence.”
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3. A son will turn to his father and, as he gnashes his teeth, he will cry out: “Father, you led me
here! You had no time for the church. You left Christ out of your life. I followed you and went down into
sin, and I am here today because of you.”
4. A daughter will turn on her mother and, as she gnashes her teeth, she will say: “Mother, you
led me to this place! You gave all your time to the world. You had no time for Christ. I followed you,
and now I am lost because of it.”
5. Oh, yes, my friends, each of us has an influence. We lift people up or we cast them down.
a. We take them to heaven or we take them to hell.
b. This thought ought to sober us and make us live rightly before God and before those who
are looking to us on every side.
c. In hell you reap the harvest of sinful influence.
F. Hell Is a Place of Memory— Abraham said to the rich man in hell, “Son, remember.” And this man
did remember. And the memory of his misspent life simply added fuel to the fires of hell.
1. If you go to hell, you will remember some things, also.
a. You will remember the gospel sermons that you heard.
b. You will remember your mother’s prayers.
c. You will remember the personal words spoken to you by your friends.
d. You will remember every time you came to church.
e. You will remember how the invitations were given, and how you turned Christ down and
did not come to him.
f.

YOU WILL REMEMBER, BUT IT WILL BE TOO LATE.
(1) You will be beyond redemption.
(2) You will be shut up in hell forever with your memory.

III. WHO GOES TO HELL?
A. Lost Sinners Go to Hell— “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” “The wages of sin is death.”
1. God has never changed these eternal statements.
2. God is against sin— and sin is against God— SIN must be punished.
B. The Unbelievers Go to Hell —
1. One man will say, “I don’t believe in Christ. He is not my Savior, but I am living a good life.”
2. The Bible tells us that the unbelievers will have their part in the lake of fire. “He that believeth
not is condemned already.”
3. You can go your way without Christ now, but someday you will believe in him and it will be too
late. Every knee shall bow, every tongue will confess!
C. The Rejectors of Christ Go to Hell—
1. To trample God’s only begotten Son underfoot is the greatest sin that a man can commit.
a. But you say, “I do not drink— I do not curse— I have never committed adultery.”
b. This is the sin that damns you: REJECTION You have rejected Christ as your Savior.
c. If your name isn’t written in the Lamb’s book of life, you will be cast into the lake of fire.
(1) You may go through life saying, “I am too busy with this world— I have no time for
Christ.”
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(2) At last, finally you will have time to die, and you will wake up in hell because you have
rejected the only way of salvation.
IV. WHEN DOES HELL BEGIN? (The time factor, get the calendar out)
A. Conscious Suffering of the Soul Begins at Death
1. The bodies of the wicked are not raised until a thousand years after the coming of Christ, but
the suffering of the soul begins at death.
2. However, this is the suffering that comes before the judgment of the great white throne and
isn’t the full measure of the suffering the lost soul will later be forced to endure.
B. The Suffering of the Body Begins at the Judgment of the Great White Throne
1. The Bible teaches that at the resurrection of the wicked dead, the soul and body will come
together, face the judgment of the great white throne, and then be cast into hell.

Revelation 20:13: “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up
the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.”
2. But someone says, “Why do we have the judgment of the great white throne if suffering begins
with the soul at death?”
a. When a lost man dies, his soul goes to the place of suffering.
b. At the great white throne judgment, his soul and body (reunited) will face the throne.
(1) All the works of life will be over,
(2) Man will be judged according to the works done.
(3) The sinner is already lost because he rejected Christ in this world,
(4) His suffering will be determined by the evil works done here in the body.
3. The Bible seems to teach that there will be degrees of suffering in hell. “For unto whomsoever
much is given, of him shall much be required.”
a. Jesus tells us in the parable of the steward that the one who knew the Lord’s will and did
not do as the Lord willed, would be beaten with many stripes, but the one who knew not his
will and committed things worthy of stripes should be beaten with few stripes.
b. When a man dies, his work isn’t done, and the man must be judged according to his
works. This point may be hard for those just being weaned from milk and beginning to
partake of the meat of God’s Word so I’m going to throw up a flag here at this juncture!
c.
LET’S LOOK AT THIS POINT BECAUSE IT IS IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND IT!
(*Present-day Illustration) For instance, a certain man writes a book. This man dies, but after his death
this book still does an evil work, leading men away from Christ. At death he cannot be judged according
to his works, because his works are not yet finished. But when he faces the great white throne, all the
results will be in, and he will be judged according to the finished work. Think of all the damnable books
or movies that have caused people to falter, or be deceived. Some of these writings recorded over the
history of man are numerable. The book Hitler wrote, Mein Kampe, is his autobiography and political
manifesto in which he wrote, “Juden raus!” (Jews out!) This writing was his justification for the holocaust
which resulted in the extermination of over six-million Jews from the face of the earth. I’m here to tell you
that when the day of the “White-Throne Judgment” comes, Hitler’s sins will reap more hell and damnation
upon him than can be imagined!
4. So we see that, while suffering begins at death, this isn’t the full measure of suffering.
a. At the judgment all works will be complete, and lost men will then suffer according to
those works.
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b. We must remember, then, that a man goes to hell because he rejects Christ, and he
suffers (to varying degrees) in hell according to the evil works done as an unbeliever.
V. HOW TO ESCAPE HELL
A. You Must Turn from Your Sins
1. Don’t say that God sends you to hell—it is your own sin that does this.
a. You must turn away from your sin, for God is a holy God, and you cannot carry your sin up
to heaven with you.
b. If you hold to your sin, you will go down to hell with it, and throughout all eternity sin will
mock you, crying out, “Ah, ha! It was sweet to sin while you were living, but you will pay for
it now.”
2. Why did the rich man go to hell? It was because he did not repent.
a. He might have been a good church member, but he did not repent of his sins.
b. Listen to him as he cries out, “Tell my brothers to repent so they will not come to this place.”
c. So the main reason anyone goes to hell is because they do not repent. The only way to
escape hell and get to heaven is to repent of your sin.
3. Some lost man may knock at the door of heaven, crying out, “Let me in! Let me in!”
a. The question will come back, “By what right do you expect to enter heaven?”
b. And the man will say, “My mother is in there—she loved me and prayed for me.”
c. But the answer will come back, “That doesn’t matter now; you did not pray for yourself; you
did not trust Christ.” “But,” the man will cry out, “my father is there. He was a good man—he
told me about Christ.”
d. And the answer will come back, “Yes, he is here, but you cannot get in, because you
rejected Christ—you did not heed the warnings of your father.”
e. The prayers of your loved ones may be piled up to the stars for you, but this will not get you
into heaven unless you repent of your sin and come to the Savior.
(_) A godly woman dreamed that she stood near the great judgment throne. She was on one side, and
her children were on the other side. The children cried out, “Mother, must we part?” and she said, “If
it were possible, I would take you with me.” But just then an angel touched her and she was
transformed and changed in every way. Having now the mind of Christ, she said to her children, “I told
you about the Lord. I tried to bring you to trust him, but you have scorned the ways of God and gone
down into sin, and all that I can say now is ‘Amen’ to your condemnation.” She had been made
supernatural. Now she saw that God’s ways were just and right. So when the voice of God rang out,
“Depart from me,” the voice of the mother beside the throne uttered a sincere “Amen.” It is only right
that those who reject Christ should go to hell. You must repent to escape this penalty.
B. You Must Turn to Jesus
1. Now this is repentance: to turn from sin in Godly sorrow and to turn to Jesus in saving faith.
2. Your works will not keep you out of hell.
3. Your goodness will not keep you out of hell. “By grace are ye saved through faith.”
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(_) Charles H. Spurgeon never tired of telling the story of how he was saved. He had been trying to save
himself by his own works. Then one rainy Sunday morning he wandered into a little chapel and sat
down with the few worshipers who were there. That morning the minister preached on the text, “Look
unto me, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved.” At the close of his sermon, he pointed his long,
bony finger at young Spurgeon and said, “Look! Look unto him, young man! Look unto Jesus, and you
will be saved.” That morning Spurgeon looked unto Jesus and was gloriously and wondrously saved.
4. That’s all this is needed, that is all we need to do—just look.
a. Look to Jesus—look to him in saving faith.
b. Look away from your sins and look to Jesus.
c. At that point there will be rejoicing that your name has been written in the Lamb’s book of
life.
(_) In the old days a schoolmaster came to a certain home and said to the father, “Where is your boy?”
The father investigated and learned that the boy had been playing “hooky.” After a talk with his father,
the boy said, “God helping me, I will never do it again.” The father forgave him; but the law of nature
says that sin must be punished. So the father sent the boy to the dark attic to sleep for the next
several nights. The first night the father and mother could not rest. The mother sat by the fireside
sewing, and the father tried to read, but their hearts were upstairs in the darkness with that boy. They
went to bed, but they could not sleep. They heard the clock chime eleven, and then twelve, and then
one. Finally the father could stand it no longer; so he took his pillow and went up to the dark attic to
sleep with the boy. He lay down by the boy, drew him close to his heart and finally went to sleep,
bearing the boy’s punishment along with him. He did this every night that the boy was supposed to
stay in the attic. The father was innocent, but he suffered in order to put the boy right.
Oh, my friends, Jesus came to our attic of sin and suffered for us. He did more than any father can ever
do; he took our place and paid the debt that we owed. God help us to accept him, and thus shall we
escape hell, the everlasting home of the lost.
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HEAVEN, A HOME WITH NO TEARS
Revelation 21:4
In these little lives of ours we must think of two worlds. We commit spiritual suicide if we live for this world
only and think nothing of the world that is to come. Let us today contrast these two worlds– the land in
which we now live, which is the land of tears, and God's heaven, which is the land of no tears. Jesus told
us that he was going to prepare a place for us where we might live forever with him. And while John was
on the isle of Patmos, God pulled back the curtain of eternity and gave him the privilege of looking upon
the glories of our future home. Inspired and illumined by the Spirit of God, John wrote for us a vivid
description of heaven in the Book of Revelation.
I.

THIS EARTH IS THE LAND OF TEARS

This world is full of tears. We find them at every corner and every turn of the road. The sun might shine
for us a little while, but soon the sun is gone, the shadows gather around us, and we are bound to shed
our bitter tears.
A. There Are the Tears of Disappointment
1. Things may look bright for us for a while, but then some blinding disappointment comes to rob
us of our peace and to bring sorrow to our hearts.
2. Moses spent his entire life with one great goal in view.
a. It was his supreme ambition to take the children of Israel into the Land of Promise.
b. Just when it seemed that he was going to realize the fulfillment of his dream, the
disappointment came.
c. God took him up on a high mountain and gave him the first view of the land “flowing with
milk and honey.”
d. How his heart must have thrilled as he looked into Canaan with the hope that soon he
would lead the children of Israel into their new home!
e. Then God said to him: “Moses, because of your disobedience, you will not be able to go
into the Land of Promise.
f.

Your successor will lead Israel into its new home.” As we see the tears course down the
cheeks of the old patriarch, we realize that he was shedding the tears of disappointment.

B. There Are the Tears of Our Shattered Dreams
1. We build our castles in the air only to see them come crashing down to the earth.
a. We dream our bright dreams that never come true.
b. We have high hopes that never materialize.
c. We look forward to great days that never dawn for us.
_

In the slums of London there lived a poor man and woman who had an only son. They made many
sacrifices in order to give this son a good education. They sent him through the grammar school, the
high school, and the university. He was graduated from the university with high honors, majoring in
chemistry, and on the day of his graduation he was given a position as chemist in a great chemical
plant. With the first money that he made, he moved his parents out of the slums into a little rosecovered cottage on the edge of the city. Prospects like the rosy dawn gleamed forth for them, for their
son had a splendid job. He loved them, and he was going to take care of them for the rest of their lives.
And then one day there was an explosion in the chemical plant and the young man was made an
invalid for life. Surely the little family must have shed the tears of shattered dreams.
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C. There Are the Tears of Death
1. Darker than any corner in hell is that corner in which we stand when sorrow comes, and our
loved ones have been taken away.
a. We sit in sorrow at their funeral.
b. We put them away from the sight of human eyes, and we come back home to find a vacant
chair.
c. We “long for the touch of a vanished hand, and the sound of a voice that is still.”
d. Certainly life seems empty, and our hearts are heavy as lead.
_

I catch the scent of orange blossoms, and I see a handsome young man and beautiful young woman
stand before the minister, pledging to love, honor, and cherish until death parts them. The years pass
by. A dear little baby girl comes to bless their union. One day the little child is sick. The parents call in
the best doctors, but every effort is in vain. The little baby goes out to be with God, and the poor young
father and mother fold their broken wings about each other and shed the tears of death. My mother
died when I was a little boy, and even now I can see my father, a big strong man, walking up and down
the long hall and crying out to God. I can see my sister going to the bedside of my mother and crying
out to a mother who could never come back to this earth. Our little family had been robbed of its
sweetest human possession, and we were shedding the tears of death.
2. Yes, this old world is full of tears. But we thank God that there is a land where all tears are
wiped away.
a. I wish that I had the words of a flaming orator that might paint such a picture on the
canvass of your imagination as to cause you to want to leave this sinful earth and soar
away to be with God in heaven forever.
b. Since I cannot do this, I will simply give you some simple facts about heaven.

II. HEAVEN IS THE LAND OF NO TEARS
A. Heaven Is a Place
1. Jesus said, “I go to prepare a place for you”; and I get great comfort in taking Jesus at his
word. Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people. Christ has done his part–he has
prepared the place and prepared the way to that place.
a. Are you prepared for heaven?
b. Are you walking in the way Christ has made?
c. John stood on the isle of Patmos and saw a great company of people in heaven. The angel
said to him, “These are they which came out of the great tribulation, and have washed their

robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.”
(1) Our robes are filthy with the sin of this old world.
(2) They must be washed white in the blood of the Lamb if we are to enter heaven.
(3) Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people.
B. Heaven Is a Perfect Place
1. Jesus was a carpenter before he entered the ministry, and I know that he always did a good
job and never charged too much. When he went away to be the Architect of heaven, I am sure
that he went away to build a perfect place for you and me.
2. Heaven is spoken of as a city twelve thousand furlongs square. This means that heaven would
contain about fifteen hundred square miles.
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a. Someone has figured that if you started at Jacksonville, Florida, drawing a line northward
to New York City, then westward to St. Paul, Minnesota, then southward to Galveston,
Texas, then eastward to Jacksonville, Florida, you would have an area just about the size
of heaven. But then you must cube that!
b. Oh, my friends, heaven must be bigger and finer than that.
(1) These are poor human figures, and we cannot measure heaven in these terms.
(2) It's a wonderful place, too, for we are told that the walls are of jasper, and that every
gate is a separate pearl.
(3) A string of pearls in this world is worth thousands of dollars, and any woman would be
happy to possess some genuine pearls.
(4) In that day we shall enter a gate of pearl, and it shall have very little attraction for us,
for we will all be on the way to gaze into the face of him who was himself the Pearl of
great price.
(5) We are told also that the streets will be paved with gold.
(a) Men will do anything in this world for gold.
(b) They will rob, and cheat, and even kill for gold.
(c) Thank God at last, when we get to heaven, gold will be under our feet, and we shall
worship it no longer, but we shall forever praise and adore the Lamb who was slain.
C. Heaven Is a Place Where Countless Numbers of People Will Be
1. There are some who are so selfish that they think you cannot get to heaven unless you belong
to their church and believe just exactly as they do.
a. I believe that there will be many people in heaven.
b. God is a great God.
c. He has prepared a great salvation, and surely he has a great heaven waiting for us.
2. Some people (Jehovah Witness) tell us that there will be only one hundred forty-four thousand
people in heaven.
a. John did mention that number, but then he said that he looked again and that he saw a
great multitude no man could number of every nation and kindred and people and tongue.
b. If the great mathematicians of the world were to try to number this multitude, they would
reel and stagger in the face of such stupendous figures.
c. They are going to be the best people–those with all the sin and evil of life washed away
from their hearts.
d. I want to be there, too, don't you?
D. Heaven Is a Permanent City
1. Hebrews 13:14: “For here we have no continuing city, but we seek one to come.”
a. Rome, Athens, Carthage, Sparta–these ancient cities have either been destroyed or have
lost their former glory.
b. Babylon, the great city of Old Testament times, once had a population of two million, but
now snakes and lizards crawl across its ruins. It is true that we have no continuing city.
c. Today we have New York, Chicago, London, Washington, and the other great cities, but
there is no permanent city on this earth.
d. These will soon be gone. Thank God, the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, will abide forever
and ever. It is a permanent city.
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E. Heaven Is a City of Perfect Residences
1. We are contented down here in this world with some small place that we can call our own, but
in Heaven we will have a mansion.
2. We then should not be so particular about amassing a fortune in this world when we have
everything grand and marvelous waiting for us in Heaven?
a. A tent or a cottage, why should I care?
b. Jesus is building a palace for me over there.
I might be exiled from home, yet still may I sing All glory to God, I'm a child of the King.
_

Henry van Dyke tells us a story of a rich man who sat down on Christmas Eve to count his
possessions. Becoming a bit weary, he put his head down on the library table and went to sleep. He
dreamed that he was in heaven walking down the streets with the recording angel. They went down
one street filled with lovely and pretentious homes. Soon the man stopped in front of a beautiful
residence and said to the recording angel, “Who is so fortunate even in heaven as to be able to have
such a home as this?” The recording angel looked in his book and said to the man, “This home belongs
to your gardener.” The rich man said: “Certainly you folks have made a mistake. This man lived in a
very poor cottage on my estate. This cannot be his home.” But the angel answered, “We make no
mistakes in heaven.” They resumed their walk, and soon turned down a very small street. Each home
was smaller and less pretentious than the one before it. Soon the man stopped in front of a very small
house and laughingly said, “Who is so unfortunate even in heaven as to be forced to live in a small
place like this?” The recording angel looked in his book and said to the man, “Sir, this is your home.”
“I know you have made a mistake now,” said the man. “Down in the world I lived in the finest houses
money could buy. I had a winter home and a summer home, a country home and a town home. This
cannot be my home.” “It is your home,” said the angel. “We make no mistakes in heaven. This home
has been built out of the material that you sent up here from the earth.”
3. How much treasure are you laying up in heaven? The reward, that comes to you there is
dependent on the service you give to Christ here. The size of your mansion is proportionate
to the volume of service to God!
F. Heaven Is a Place of Perfect Music
1. All of us love music; it thrills our souls and lifts us up to God.

(_) When Billy Sunday was in the zenith of his power, he would have choirs composed sometimes of two
thousand voices. What a thrill it was to hear Homer Rodeheaver lead these great choirs in song! Do
you know how big the choir will be in heaven?
2. In Revelation 5:11 we are told that the choir will consist of one hundred million voices–
everybody in perfect harmony – everybody singing praises to the Lamb that was slain.
G. Heaven Is a Place of Perfect Knowledge

“Now I know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.”
1. We wonder why God allows sin to come into the world to break our hearts and blast our hopes.
2. We wonder why a precious, useful loved one is taken away and someone who is worth very
little is left in the world.
3. We shall never know the answer in this world, but in the golden glow of that better land we shall
sit down by the side of the Lord Jesus and he will explain it all to us.
4. We will learn then that these things that seem hard are simply blessings in disguise. In that day
there will be no secrets between us and God.

“Now we see through a glass, darkly, but then face to face.”
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H. Heaven Is a Place of Perfect Service
1. The most miserable people in the world are those who are idle.
a. They fill the jails and the asylums.
2. Heaven is a place of perfect service.
3. There will be only one occupation for those who inhabit hell:
a. They will spend eternity in suffering,
b. brooding over what might have been if they had only given their hearts to Christ.
4. Understand that those of us who go to heaven will bring their talents home to Jesus. He will
say to them, “Well done” and will set them to work in a place of perfect service.
_

When earth's last picture is painted and the tubes are twisted and dried, When the oldest colours have
faded, and the youngest critic has died, We shall rest, and, faith, we shall need it–lie down for an aeon
or two, Till the Master of All Good Workmen shall put us to work anew! And those that were good will
be happy; they shall sit in a golden chair; They shall splash at a ten-league canvas with brushes of
comet's hair; They shall find real saints to draw from–Magdalene, Peter and Paul; They shall work for
an age at a sitting and never be tired at all. And only the Master shall praise us, and only the Master
shall blame; And no one shall work for money, and no one shall work for fame; But each for joy of
working, and each, in his separate star, Shall paint the Thing as he sees It for the God of Things as
they are!
–Rudyard Kipling

III. Heaven Is a Perfect Home
1. Home is the dearest spot on earth, but you will never find one that is perfect.
a. We live happily with our loved ones about us
b. One day a son goes away to another state to seek his fortune
c. A daughter marries and goes to another part of the country.
d. Our homes are thus broken up.
e. We go to our family reunions once a year, and we miss those who gladdened our hearts
in other days.
2. Yes, our homes are often broken up down here, but they will never be broken up in heaven.
In the vocabulary of God there is no such word as “good-bye.” Those who love God never part
for the last time.
_

There was a time when I had no interest in Denver Colorado. But one day my only son, Dewey,
moved to that city, and now I am deeply interested in it because I have a loved one there.
3. We go along without any thought of heaven until one day one of our loved ones goes over to
the Eternal City.
a. We are then linked to the throne of God by the silver cord of love and memory.
b. I believe that we shall know our loved ones in heaven, also.
c. The disciples knew Moses and Elijah when they came back to talk to Jesus on the Mount
of Transfiguration.

_

Someone said to Dwight L. Moody, “Do you think we will know each other in heaven?” And the great
preacher replied, “Certainly I do. Surely we will have just as much sense there as we have here.”

-42-

B. Heaven Is a Place of Perfect Rest
1. We get mighty tired down here.
a. Often our bodies are racked with pain, and we are daily suffering the anguish of the flesh.
b. One day we will find perfect rest, and suffering and sorrow will flee away.
c. We are told in Philippians 3:21 that Christ at his coming will change our vile bodies and
make them like his own glorious body.
2. I wonder if God doesn't permit us to suffer sometimes in order that we might better appreciate
heaven.
a. If the sun shone every day and never a cloud filled the sky, we would not appreciate the
sunshine.
b. Heaven will be more wonderful to us because we have suffered here in this world.
c. The apostle Paul suffered more than any other man has ever suffered for the sake of
Christ, and he was able to say, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18); and

“For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians 4:17).
3. Even Jesus looked forward to heaven, “for the joy that was set before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.” When he sees the
great throng that enters heaven, he shall “see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied.”
Will you be in that great throng when the saints go marching in?
C. Heaven Is a Place Where Jesus Is
1. If the golden streets, the crown, and the robe were all of heaven, it would not be worth the
struggle; but heaven is a place where we are going to see Jesus. Just one glimpse of his face
is worth giving up everything in order that we might reach heaven and see him. There are many
we are anxious to see in heaven. Maybe you want to see that father–that mother–that loved
one who left you years ago. But first of all surely you will want to see Jesus, because he is the
one who made heaven possible for us.
_

Pat was an Irishman and a great Christian. Some years ago he sailed across the ocean and came to
a new home and a new task in America. On the voyage to America, his little boy died, and was buried
at sea. After he had been here a few months he received the message that his father had died back
in Ireland. And yet one day, when someone asked him the question, “Pat, what are you going to do
when you get to heaven?” He answered by saying, “I am going to spend the first five hundred years
just a’ looking at the Lord Jesus.” He wanted to see that little baby again–he wanted to see his father
again–but when the testing time came he said, “First of all I want to see Jesus.”

_

Dr. Len G. Broughton was for some years pastor of the Baptist Tabernacle of Atlanta. In his
congregation he had a fine young Christian man who was an usher in the church. This young man was
quite sick, and Dr. Broughton went to see him. The young man knew that he could not live much
longer, and he and his pastor talked about the heavenly city toward which he was going. As the young
man talked about death and heaven, the tears welled up in his eyes. Dr. Broughton took a
handkerchief from his pocket, reached over and wiped the tears from first one eye and then the other.
The young man then smiled and, looking up into the preacher's face, he said, “The next time my tears
are wiped away, they will be wiped away by the loving hand of my heavenly Father.”
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My friends, don’t you want to live in the land of no tears? I’m sure that you do! Then you must make
preparation for it. And there is only one way of preparation: Give your heart to Jesus Christ, put your life
in his hand, and he will take you safely at last to the land of no tears.
Perhaps you have already made your preparations but what about you family? Your friends? Your
neighbors? How can they ask of Jesus if they don’t believe Him to be the way? And how can they believe
in Him if they have not been informed about His saving grace? How shall they hear without one who will tell
them? (Romans 10:14 paraphrased) “Let us go forth and tell!”
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